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Board of Trustees

July 11, 2019
215 E. Montgomery St., Creston, IA

Conference Room - 1:00 p.m. – Minutes
Members:                        

Supervisors:      Ringgold / Kraig Pennington  - Chair 

          Adair / Steve Shelley                                     

                          Clarke / Larry Keller – Co-Chair

        Adams / Merlin Dixon

                          Union / Rick Friday – Secretary/Treasurer                                    Decatur / Dan Christensen

                           Taylor / Jerry Murphy              

Staff:                  Leesa Lester, Transit Director
Others Present:  Tiffany Johnson, Victoria Pulman, Ashley Lewellen, Nichole Moore, Julie Pribyl, Scott Wagner, Kristine Kautz, TJ Dunphy, Jon Moberg, Fr. Adam Westphal and Cathy McGahuey
The Board of Trustees of Southern Iowa Trolley met in regular session on July 11, 2019, with the following members present, Larry Keller, Kraig Pennington, Steve Shelley, Jerry Murphy, Rick Friday, Dan Christensen, Merlin Dixon, and Leesa Lester. Others present included Tiffany Johnson, Victoria Pulman, Ashley Lewellen, Nichole Moore, Julie Pribyl, Scott Wagner, Kristine Kautz, TJ Dunphy, Jon Moberg, Fr. Adam Westphal and Cathy McGahuey.  The meeting was called to order at 1 p.m. by Kraig Pennington. A motion to approve the agenda was made by Murphy, second by Christensen. Motion carried.  Christensen made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 23rd meeting and was second by Shelley. Motion carried.  Lester explained they have made progress in hiring and training drivers in order to continue operating the town-to-town routes. A motion was made by Shelley to continue operating the town-to-town routes contingent on the availability of drivers. Dixon second the motion and the motion carried.  A discussion was held reference transportation from north of Grand River to Mt. Ayr RCSS on a daily basis. The transportation issue has been tabled until further research on the address and road going to and from is complete.  Shelley made a motion to open the Public Hearing on Rate Increases at 1:39.  Lester explained the last increase was made July 1, 2015.  She presented an increase of $.25 per ride for general and senior riders.  Individual child rides will also increase $.25.  Preschool/K-12/College in-town children tickets will be $24.00/12 rides, One-way pass $38.50 and Two-way pass $68.20. Town-to-town transportation rates monthly One-way pass $50.00 and Two-way pass $100.00. Lester and the board member’s advised they had not received any public comments regarding the rate increase.  Llewelyn and Johnson both commented they had no problem with the increase on the town-to-town routes and were surprised they hadn’t been raised sooner. Christensen made the motion to close the public hearing at 1:50. Shelley second the motion. Motion carried. The ridership and financial reports were discussed and a motion was made by Christensen to approve both, second by Murphy. Motion carried. Motion to approve disbursements made by Lester from May 23-July10, 2019 was made by Shelley and second by Friday. Motion carried. Lester requested approval of the Substance Abuse Policy due to annual review. Shelley made the motion to approve, Keller second the motion, motion carried. 

     Pennington discussed the Iowa Open Meeting Laws due to a formal complaint 19FC:0057 being made by Tiffany Johnson to the Iowa Public Information Board about the meeting held May 23, 2019. The IPIB accepted the formal complaint on June 20, 2019. Lester held training with all office staff and provided all board members and office staff copies from the IPIB web page including Sunshine Laws-Open Meetings and Open Records in Iowa, Iowa Code Chapter 21-Official Meetings Open to Public, Chapter 22-Examination of Public Records, and Chapter 23-Public Access to Government Information. Shelley made the motion for Pennington to sign Informal Resolution and agree to terms set forth in resolution, Keller second the motion. Motion carried. The Informal Resolution can be found at the end of the July 11th  minutes.  

     Lester updated that Kautz was working closely with Access2Care reference transportation for the Iowa Total Care members.  FY18 Audit was given to each board member to distribute to their respective county auditor’s offices.  Murphy made a recommendation that Union County Supervisor, should be paid mileage as the other six county supervisors. Keller second the motion. All ayes were made by Pennington, Shelley, Dixon, and Christensen.  Friday opposed the motion. Keller made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 14:22, second by Dixon and motion carried.  The next scheduled board meeting will be held on September 26th in the Southern Iowa Trolley Conference Room at 1 pm. All meetings are open to the public. If you have special needs, please contact Leesa Lester, Transit Director at 641-782-6571 at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting.

INFORMAL RESOLUTION - 19FC:0057

Tiffany Johnson and the Southern Iowa Trolley Board
Tiffany Johnson filed formal complaint 19FC:0057 on May 28, 2019.  She alleged that the Southern Iowa Trolley Board (Board), a 28E governmental body, violated Iowa Code chapter 21 by holding a meeting without notice.

On May 23, 2019, a meeting of the Board was scheduled for 1 p.m. at the Board offices.  When members of the public arrived for the meeting, they were informed that the Board had met starting at noon. 

The agenda listed an action item of “2019-2020 Town to Town Routes.”  This agenda item was of interest to citizens who utilize the transportation service.  They were concerned that this agenda item was discussed during the closed meeting.

The Board director responded to the initial complaint.  She acknowledged that the Board met that day at noon rather than at 1 p.m. to have lunch.  She stated that the lunch was open to the public, but was not included on the agenda.  She was not certain if there was any discussion about the topics on the agenda at 1 p.m. as there were various conversations occurring simultaneously. 

The Board director agreed to modify future agendas to include any pre-meeting gathering of Board members and to provide information to Board members about open meetings and public records.  The Board membership consists of county supervisors from the counties participating in the 28E agreement. 

The Iowa Public Information Board (IPIB) accepted the formal complaint on June 20, 2019.

Pursuant to Iowa Code § 23.9, the parties negotiated and reached an informal resolution.

The parties agree to the following terms:

The Board will acknowledge that the luncheon was held without the posting of notice and an agenda.

The Board will acknowledge that Chapter 21 of the Iowa Code regulates the conduct of meetings of a governmental body, to include proper notice and an agenda.

The Board agrees to post notice of any future meetings to ensure public access.

The Board and appropriate staff will conduct training on open meetings and public records at an open meeting.  The Board will utilize the training posted on the IPIB website.

The Board will approve this informal resolution at an open meeting and include a copy of this resolution in the minutes for that meeting.

The terms of this informal resolution will be completed within sixty (60) days of acceptance by all parties.  Upon showing proof of compliance, the IPIB shall dismiss this complaint as successfully resolved.
- Serving the Counties of -

ADAIR       ADAMS          CLARKE            DECATUR          RINGGOLD           TAYLOR          UNION

The Southern Iowa Trolley does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, color, gender, marital status, creed, national origin, religion, political affiliation, or mental or physical disability in employment or the provision of services except where it is a requirement of the law.
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